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ow do you like your free gift on 
= the cover of this month’s issue of I 

LOVE TO READ BATMAN AND SUPERMAN? 
As you can see, it’s a great SUPERMAN NOTE 
PAD. You can pretend to be a newspaper 
reporter like Clark Kent, and write down notes 
about things you want to remember to do. Or jot down some 
messages for friends or someone in your family! 

We have an exciting comic strip story to kick off this issue. It’s called 
Gotham Beat and stars Police Commissioner Gordon. The commissioner 
summons Batman with the Bat-Signal, but the Dark Knight does not show 
up. Without Batman's help, Commissioner Gordon decides to go on a 
dangerous mission by himself in this story of tension and bravery. 

Would you feel safe in a building run completely by a computer—and 
a computer which has gone crazy, at that!? Perhaps not! But Clark Kent, 
Lois Lane and a party of people are trapped in just such a building. 
Superman has a real battle on his hands fighting against the building’s 
computer-run defence systems in 
the story, High Rise. 

Once again we have an 
exciting COMPETITION in which 
there’s a chance to win BATMAN 
AND SUPERMAN PLAYSUITS as 
well as some Superman PLAY 
TENTS! What are you waiting for? 

Turn the pages and enter that 
competition NOW! 


| LOVE TO READ - BATMAN AND SUPERMAN is published by THE REDAN Co, Ltd., 139 King Street, London Wé 9JG, under license from DC 
COMICS, a division of Warner Bros.- a Time Warner Entertainment company. All titles, characters, and related indicia are trademarks of DC 
Comics © 1997, All Rights Reserved. | LOVE TO READ logo is a trademark and copyright © 1994 The Redan Co., Ltd. Printed in UK. 
Distributed by COMAG., For advertising contact Sarah Warden on 0181 563 1563 Extn,235, 


Story: Dan Abnett Art: Jimmy Hansen Colours: Robin Smith 


BATMAN created by Bob Kane 
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It had been a THE G.C.P.D! ie ee ig 
busy night for : 
the Gotham 

City Police. 
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DOZENS OF 
PETTY BREAK-INS AND 
POINTLESS ROBBERIES, ALL 


if 
— — ONE Ll e : 
—_ ia a IT’S ALMOST 
LIKE SOMEONE’S 


TRYING TO KEEP 
US BUSY. 


el It wasn't 4 ON A NIGHT 
: STILL NO SIGN OF LIKE THIS, HE'S 


4 BATMAN, HUH? DOES HE ; pi cai PROBABLY Busy. 
USUALLY TAKE THIS gnor WHAT HAVE. YOu 
> Bat-Signal. GOT FOR ME? 
Gordon was 
concerned. 


SOMEONE 
IS PAYING TO CAUSE 
WIDESPREAD CHAOS, 


os BuT NONE 

OF THE CROOKS THOUGHT 
TO LOOK AT THE CASH THEY 
iy WERE GETTING. 


EVERYONE 
ARRESTED TONIGHT 
CLAIMS THEY WERE 
PAID TO PULL THE 

HEISTS. 


The city, gripped by a crime wave planned 
by the Joker, and Batman busy elsewhere. 
lt was fast turning into the worst night 
Gordon could remember. 


COMMISSIONER. 


GORDON 
HERE! 
WHY, 
GOOD EVENING, 
¢ 
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| DON’T 
HAVE TIME 


TO CHAT, BUT 
I—F YOU WANT 


FIREGRIP TYRE 
FACTORY IN 
FIFTEEN 
MINUTES. 


V7 NO TELLING WHAT 
SWAT TEAM, commissioner. \ [JNO TELLING WilAr OUT HERE AND 


YOU KNOW IT’S GOING TO BE , 
» A TRAP—YOU CAN'T GO IN ARS 
ALONE! 


IF | DON’T FOLLOW HIS DON’T FORGET 
< INSTRUCTIONS EA WHAT | TOLD YOu, 


Ze y MONTOYA. 
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Suddenly the lights came on and a shutter 
blocked the Commissioner’s escape. 


SO GLAD YOU COULD ] 
JOIN THE PARTY! 


WHAT’S 
GOING ON? 


The Joker explained it all to Gordon. He 
had set out fo capture the only two men 
in Gotham who seriously threatened his 

career in crime. 


THAT’S 
YOu AND BATTY, 
COMMISH... AND 

VE GOT YOU 

BOTH! 


THE LIGHTS! 
SOMEONE'S CUT 
THE LIGHTS! 


GET A 
TORCH, YOU 
GOONS! 


IT’S CALLED 
‘AILLING TWO BIRDS 
WITH ONE STONE’, 
COMMISSIONER! 


HE'S HARDLY AS 
DANGEROUS AS BATS! 
WHAT CAN HE 00, AS 
LONG AS WE KEEP AN 

EYE ON HIM? of 


SHOULD WE 
CHAIN HIM uP, 


The Joker was so ——= 
pleased with his triumph, he didn't 
notice Gordon checking his watch. 


STOP 
SHINING THAT 
IN MY EYES 
AND FIND 
HIM! 


HEY, 
WHERE'D 
GORDON 

GO? 
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WA's HIDDEN 


Write the correct answers to the 
clues in the small boxes. The letters 
in the shaded boxes will reveal the 


PN 
es UPL NSl 


name of one of Gotham City’s 
upholders of the law. All the words 
used come from the story, 
Gotham Beat. 


ero : 
1.A dang ding where things 


2. A large buil 
re made. 
cake opposite of day: 
A. To take someone prisone 
5. Someone who you work W us 
6. Thick rubber fitted to ‘ae ae 
7.Money in the form of note 


coins. 
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All the words in the boxes below come from the story Gof 
See if you can fit them all into the grid of squares. If you complete 
the puzzle correctly, the letters in the shaded boxes will spell the 


dream of many a prisoner! 
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All the answers to the clues below rhyme with the word BEAT, as in 
the story Gotham Beat. See how many you can solve and write 
the answers in the spaces provided. 
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. Another word for tidy: {)-, reWe= 
- They are at the end of your legs : F 2a 


. You sit on this : Slat. 

. Toconsume food: Qqd 

. Agrain used to make flour : an h Ca S. 

. Shortened boy’s name : 12 eb g, 

. The sound sheep make : B i eq b 

. Animal flesh: M2 ak 

. Fire makes this: f 2, @ ia 

. To lie and be dishonest : see chook 


. To go somewhere to greet someone: AW 2G @ a 
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d These pictures have been taken from this month’s comic strip story. Put 
244) them in the correct order (1-7) and write the letter from each picture Q4¢ 
ee in the boxes below to find a word used in the story. = 
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COLOURING 


Colour in this explosive picture of Superman fighting the 
drones from the story, High Rise. 


MEMORY GAME 


In the story, High Rise, Nixon Goss said he liked animals. Look carefully 
at this page for one minute and try to memorise all the different animals. 
Then close the magazine and try to write down the names of all the 
animals you can remember. Play the game with a friend, and see 
who can remember the most. 


ALPHARET GAME 


We use dictionaries to look up words we don’t understand. To 
make it easier, the dictionary is arranged in alphabetical order from 
A to Z. Arrange the animals below in alphabetical order. 
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FIND THE FAC 


Solve the eight clues and fit the answers into the grid below. If you 
solve all the clues correctly, by cross-referencing the letters at the top 
of the grid with the numbers down the side, you will find 
corresponding letters (e.g. F4=T and G8=R). Put the correct letters in 
the boxes at the bottom of the page to reveal an interesting fact. 
All the words come from the story, High Rise. 
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Ae Cri £16 FH Tod 


2. Secret code. 

3. Sound that warns of 
danger. 

4. Intelligent electronic 
machine. 


5. Narrow beam of light. 

6. Structure with a roof 
and walls. 

7. A large group of 
people. 

8. Wooden or metal 
cover for a window. 
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D8 68 G4 =F4 A3 D6 B3 G4 AS DB 
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NEWS EXTRA! 


After the events at the Scolford Tower in High Rise, Lois Lane wrote about 
it in the Daily Planet newspaper. The article appears below but in some 
places three words have been written instead of one. Read the article and 
choose the correct words to help make the story make sense! 


TOWERING CATASTROPHE - scared that it was being invaded 


by Lois Lane and protected itself with floating 
laser drones which blasted deadly | 
t was the event of the year. MOON/SUN/LASER beams at 
Every BIG HEAD/BIGWIG/ anyone or anything that tried to 
BIG APPLE in GOTHAM harm the building. 
CITY/NEW YORK CITY/ Some people in the building 
METROPOLIS/ had been invited tried hard to work out the 
to the opening of the new computer’s FAVOURITE TV 
Scolford CIRCUS/ BRIDGE/ PROGRAMME/BIRTHDAY/ 
TOWER. The building was the PASSWORD to turn it off. 
creation of a brilliant designer Luckily, SUPERMAN/ | 
called Nixon Goss. Goss used his BATMAN/WONDER WOMAN 
genius to create the learned of the problem and came 
SKYSCRAPER/ TUNNEL/ to the rescue. The building fought 


See 


MERRY-GO-ROUND to be run off the super INTENDANT/ 

completely bya MAN CALLED HERO/POWER. But in the end, 

NOAH/GIRAFFE/ COMPUTER. _ the man of CHROMIUM/STEEL/ 
Unfortunately, Goss had MERCURY was stronger, and he 


eS 
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) (am 


scanned in his own BRAIN/ ripped open the shutters, freeing 

| i FLOWER /KNITTING pattern all the people. 

" ‘ into the computer. This meant that At the same time a clever | 

3 it also adopted Goss’s fears of PHOTOGRAPHER/REPORTER/ 

| Fe having his TROUSERS/ EDITOR from this newspaper 

j DINNER/IDEAS stolen. As soon — worked out the password which 
as it was switched on-line the switched off the computer, 

' computer trapped all the party- enabling everyone to leave in 


goers inside the building. It was safety. 
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DEAT WORDS ALL MIXED UP 


1. [TORY 
: Ti2i3 "| etets 
3. 
4. 
ALDUADET GAME 
6. ANTEATER JACKAL SNAKE 
7 BAT KANGAROO TIGER 
CAMEL LION UNICORN 
8. DONKEY MOUSE VULTURE 
9 ELEPHANT NEWT WHALE 
; FLAMINGO OSTRICH XENICIADAE 
10. GIRAFFE PORCUPINE YAK 
HORSE QUAIL ZEBRA 
11. IGUANA REINDEER 


A xeniciadae is a bird. 
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Superman fights a building gone haywire in... 


High Rise 


ZZ] n enormous building of chromium and glass, the new 

NY Awe Tower, rose above the skyline of Metropolis. It also 

rose high above the Daily Plane?’s two top reporters, who 

were approaching the main entrance of the mighty skyscraper. 

“Lois Lane and Clark Kent from the Daily Planet,” said Lois 
to the receptionist in the entrance hall. “We’re here to cover 
the gala opening.” 

“The party’s on floor forty five, Miss Lane,” said the 
receptionist. “Take the express elevators over there.” 

“This is quite a place,” said Clark looking around as 
they headed for the elevators. The Scolford Tower was 
the newest and most advanced building in the city, a 
high-tech high rise with one mega-computer running its 
security, environment and internal workings. Today was 
the day of the opening party. 

Arriving at the forty-fifth floor, Lois and Clark joined 
the crowd at the party. Every bigwig in Metropolis was 
there for the event, including Lex Luthor, wno nodded to 
them across the room. Then Mylon Scolford, the 

building’s owner, got up on a podium to make a short 
speech in which he introduced a small, nervous man 
called Nixon Goss. Goss was the brilliant but scatter- 
brained designer who had invented the building. He 
wore a shirt that didn’t match his jacket and a ghastly 
tie with a giraffe print. When the time came, Goss cut a 
ribbon and threw a switch that brought the building’s 
computer on-line. Total control had been handed over 
to the computer. Everyone clapped. 

Then...CHAOS! Security blast shutters started to slam 
shut on doors and windows. An alarm sounded, and in 
one part of the room, sprinklers came on. People 
began to panic. 

In the confusion, Lois made her way over to the 
startled Scolford and a bewildered Goss. She asked 
them what was going on. 
“The computer’s gone crazy!” cried Scolford. 
“It’s locked us in! We're all trapped!” 
“Well, there’s no reason to panic,” said 
Lois. 


SUPERMAN created by Jerry Siegel and Joe Shuster 


“Indeed not,” came Lex Luthor’s stern voice. ‘Just take the computer system off-line 
and un-trap us all.” 

“| can't,” Scolford admitted, working at the console. “Nothing is responding. I’m shut 
out.” 

“Then someone outside will rescue us. Call the police.” Lois was direct and serious. 

“All external communication lines have been severed—” began Scolford. “Oh no!” 

“What?” growled Luthor. 

“The computer has reversed the building’s air pumps. In ten minutes time, all the 
air’s going to be gone...and everyone will suffocate!” 


Clark was helping people out from under the drenching sprinklers and trying to 
calm them down. With his super hearing he heard the conversation on the other side of 
the room. He realised the situation needed more than just a calming voice. He 
managed to slip into a side room out of sight...and a second later the mighty red and 
blue form of Superman leaped out. In a flash, Superman zoomed towards the window 
shutters to break the sealed building open and let the air in. He tore into it, but it did 
not buckle. 

Lois saw this. “It’s Superman! But he can't break us out!” 

Scolford said, “The shutters are reinforced by an energised wall force designed as 
an anti-terrorist measure.” 

Luthor pushed Scolford aside. “You’ve built a death trap here! Let me try and 
deactivate the computer!” 

Meanwhile, Superman exerted his strength against the energy shield, and felt it 
begin to give. But the building sensed this, and identifying him as a terrorist threat, 
launched laser drones to attack him. Superman was blasted away from the shutter by 
the high powered lasers that the floating robot drones were armed with. The wild firing 
of the drones was an added risk to the public. Superman had to stop them too! 


By this time, Lois was questioning 
the computer’s designer, Goss. She 
felt he had the best chance of 
solving the problem. “What do you 
think has gone wrong, Mr. Goss?” she 
asked gently. Goss explained that he 
had scanned his own brain pattern 
as a template with which to program 
the brain of the computer, and this 
must have accidentally duplicated 
his own character flaws in the 
computer’s mind. Goss admitted he 
was terrified of people stealing his 
ideas, and so now the building too 
must be obsessively trying to protect 
itself from the party-goers, imagining 
they were trying to steal its secrets. 

“Don't you have a password you 
can use fo turn it off?” asked Lois. 

Goss smiled nervously. “The 
computer is completely self-sufficient. 
It even picks its own password.” 

“But if it’s based on your mind, it will choose a word you would have chosen!” Lois 
suggested. 

“But guessing precisely what could take hours, and we have ten minutes!” rumbled 
Luthor from nearby. 

“Seven minutes and counting, actually,” said Scolford. Already the air was 
becoming thin and dry. 

“If | could get a link to my people at Lexcorp, | could get them to initiate a 
codebreaker program.” Lex pulled out his mobile phone. A second later, it was blasted 
from his hand by a laser beam from one of the drones. 

“The building’s not going to let you!” said Lois as they all ducked behind the 
podium. “I suggest you let Mr. Goss have a go affer all.” 

Agreeing angrily, Lex demanded that Goss start to figure out what that word or 
phrase could be. Frightened, Goss began to whimper. 

“Yelling at him isn’t going to do any good, Mr. Luthor,” snapped Lois. “He needs a 
clear mind if he’s going to guess the word.” 

Goss sat at the keyboard and thought for a moment. “I don’t Know where to start,” 
he sighed. He tried his birthday, his favourite colour, his favourite football team. 

Nothing... 


Superman continued to battle the fast, deadly laser drones to get at the shutter. He 
knew there were barely minutes left before everybody started to pass out from lack of 
air. His fists smashed into two of the drones, and he used his heat-vision to incinerate 


another. But once more, the building 
tried to counter his threat—Superman 


2 4 was hurled out into the corridor by the 


pounding force of the high-pressure 


: 4 foam sprays from the fire-prevention 


system. He drove himself against the 
foam and ripped out the pipes. But then 


= more robot laser drones attacked. There 


was no end fo the building’s defences. 


Now Lois was at the keyboard, trying 


1 various combinations as Goss paced 


and Luthor fumed. Lois looked at Goss. 
“What about giraffe?” she asked, looking 
at the animals on his tie. It didn’t work. 

“| like animals generally,” said Goss. 
“When | was a boy, my favourite toy was 
a wooden ark with all the animals. | think 
that’s why | became interested in 
building structures where people could 
be safe.” 

“Unlike here,” remarked Luthor dryly. 


Lois tried some animal names, then ark, then Noah, then flood. Nothing worked. 
“What about...” said Lois, “...this?” and started to type. 


Dripping, scorched and battered, Superman smashed aside the last drone and 
sank his fingers into the window shutter again. No force shield was going to stop him 
now. His huge strength ripped the shutter away and air rushed into the thin atmosphere 


of the building. 


But then he noticed that the building’s air Dumps had reversed again. Air was 
coming back in anyway. Shutters opened and the party-goers raced for the exit. 


“Where have you been?” asked Lois as Clark rejoined her. “I went to check the 
elevators and got stuck in one,” Clark said quickly. “What happened?” 
“She cracked the code,” said Goss from nearby. “She used the phrase two by two! 


and it shut the computer down.” 
“I’m sorry?” said Clark. 


“Two by two...that’s how the animals went into Noah's ark, and that’s what the 
computer had chosen as a password,” smiled Lois. “The computer went wrong 
because it duplicated in itself the fears and worries in Mr. Goss’s mind... but that also 
meant that Mr. Goss was the key to the answer.” 


“Two by two...” mused Clark. 


“That's right,” said Lois, “and that’s exactly how you and | should be leaving this 


place—before anything else happens!” 


THE CHD 


Story: Dan Abnett, Art: Jimmy Hansen 


COMPETITIO 


DEKKERTOYS 


“i, 


SUPERAY PLAUTE 
maHOUSES! 


We have 10 sets of 
these prizes to send 
to the lucky winners of 
this great competition! 


Playsuits mp £24.99 
Playhouse rrp £19.99 


With these playsuits and playhouse from DEKKERTOYS, you and your friends can dress 
up as your favourite super heroe d play action-packed adventure games! The suits 
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ENTRY FORM 


DRIES oF Aldo vo vcdesvaventoatenaemeaennnetctwecevess aces 
Date of birth (of chil)....secsessessesseeeees boy/girl 
Nicime ick parent/guardian sestteseeereesecesesessesssescecserece 
IADDRESS wicparent/gtextion |teteten ces <cccecacecosceceneere 


Please tick playsuit size required if you win. 


Age 4+ |_| 6+ [| 8+(_]| 


| Love to Read Batman and Superman because. ............sssscsssessessesscssssesscsessecsecsesecsecsecsesscssceesens 


RULES: No employee, or their relatives, of DEKKERTOYS, the Redan Company, DC Comics or Time Warner may enter this 
competition. The editor’s decision is final and no correspondence will be entered into. Open to UK and Eire residents only. We may 
mail you with information from time to time on other products or services offered by us, or other reputable companies. If you do not 
wish to receive this, please tick this box. 


Secret Identity: 
None 
Occupation: 
Commissioner, Gotham 


City Police Department 


Known Relatives: 
Barbara Gordon 
(daughter) 

Base of Operations: 
Gotham City 
Height: 5’ 9” 
Weight: 77 kilos 
Eyes: Blue 

Hair: White 


Background: 

James Gordon worked 
his way up through 
the ranks of the 
police department to 
become Commissioner. 
Smart, tough and 
uncompromising, at 
the same time he has 
become the second 
toughest man in 
Gotham City. Knowing 
that the police can 
only do so much in 
the fight against 
crime, Jim welcomes 
the help of the 
toughest man in 
Gotham—the Batman. 
By working together, 
they have defeated 
Gotham’s deadliest 
villains again and 
again. 


ENO £VERY ISSUE OF R EK 
= HEROES 


By simply filling in this form or placing a 
regular order with your newsagent. 


RATES for 12 issues: UK £14.40 
: Europe/Eire £20.40 


Please send this form (or a copy of if) to: 
1 LOVE TO READ BATMAN AND SUPERMAN 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Tower House 
suse nce 


“ORDER FORM 


Please send 12 issues of 


| LOVE TO READ BATMAN AND SUPERMAN 


Name VIl/ MIs MSIVIISS: a2). eee eee arian eee 
NCIC SSS ice snes etc ste ce cacpar ne cae ch Cae een apy ae ana a ees 


| have read Batman since | 
was two years old. Now | 
am nine and have collected 
Batman computer games, 
toys, books, videos and 
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| comics. | love all the 
ACIdIeSs (if different from GDOVE).......sssecceseseeeeesuseceseenseseeaes 


| stories, quizzes and 
puzzles in the comic. 
From Craig Fennell 
Liverpool 


Date of birth ....... i epson Capes boy/girl 


PAYMENT (*delete as necessary) 
*Cheque: | enclose my cheque/postal order for 


* Credit Card: Please charge &............... 
Access/Visa account. 
My card number is (13 or 16 digits) 


RRA eRe 


DISCUS seats. ter Sense aus cert ie acetone ne doeee stg 
Expires....... eee Wee 


From time to time you may be sent information on products and services from 
us or other reputable companies which could be of interest to you. Please tick 
this box if you would prefer not to receive these. 


Sorry we4amnoet write back to you individually bus, 
Please remenber to enclose your name, ageaind address. { 


Superman and Lois 
Lane.have a fight in 


AMY & THOMAS FELL 
from Broadstairs 


Every time | get my comic 
1 also look forward to 
| seeing what's in the next 
| issue! And | love the villain 
profiles; they tell me all 
about the characters who 
join Batman in the stories. | — 
From William Lochrie E 
Lancaster | 


words! Lo 
super human 
much strength, in fact, uperman 
is all but defeated by her. How can 
this be? Find out next month in this 
story—full of impact! 
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BATMAN s 
by JAMES TUDHOPE ~ 
from Addlestone 


Bubblators create the most gigantic, 
megoa-sized, crazy-shaped super 
bubbles you've ever seen! 

And we've got loads of Bubblators to 
give away to the lucky winners of next 
month’s fab competition! 
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THE DARK KNIGHT a 
by JAY JOO-YOUNG 
from Bangor 


UPERMAN 
by MARTIN GILLESPIE 
‘om Glasgow 


BATMAN 
by LIAM SMYTH 
from Huddersfield 


|1 really like Batman 
because | like being a 
super hero myself! So, 
Batman is the right guy 
for me. | love reading the 


If you would like your 
letter, joke, picture or 
phototograph printed in 
I Love to Read Batman and 
Superman, send it to: 

I LOVE TO READ BATMAN 
AND SUPERMAN 


| comic strips, because at 


the end they really start 
to fight! 

From Jamie Ricketts 
Eastleigh 


THE REDAN COMPANY 
139 King Street 
London W6 9JG 
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your photg 


~ VILLAIN PICTURE PUZZLE 


Name the villains in the pictures and fill in this picture crossword puzzle! 
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